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A TRIBUTE TO RAY NASTASE 

It is with deep regret and sadness that The Talon 
reports the news of the untimely death of Avila junior 
Ray Nastase, Saturday, Feb. 28 in an automobile acci- 
dent. A tribute to Ray will be in the next issue, and 
we invite all members of the Avila community to con- 
tribute memories, thoughts and pictures. All items 
will be returned upon request. Anyone wishing to 
contribute, please contact Laura Harris at 943-1824 
or The Talon voicemail at ext. 3253. 



News Briefs 



compiled by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-in- Chief 

Silent Witness Exhibit 

The Women’s Studies Group and tire National Council of Jewish 
Women is proud to present the Silent Witnesses Exhibit in die 
Hooley-Bundschu Library. The exhibit shows die brutality faced 
by many women at die hands of dieir husbands, boyfriends or inti- 
mate partners. The exhibit will be in die library until March 9. 

Violence Against Women Seminar 

On Monday, March 9 from 1 :00-3:30 p.m. dierc will be a Violence 
Against Women Seminar in Goppert Lobby. There will be a panel 
presentation, film and discussion. The film, Male Violence: A 
Room Full of Men will be followed with a discussion. 

Speak Out Aizainst Phvsical/Sexual Assault display 
The Speak Out Against Physical/Sexual Assault display will be on 
die bulletin board in Marian Center. It consists of a collage of cut- 
out hands. People are invited to write die date or a symbol on a 
hand when a woman diey know has been sexually/physically 
assaulted. Contact Cadiy Bogart at ext. 2392 for more information. 

Student Activity Fee Board 

Applications are available in die student life office for student fee 
board funding for die 1998-99 school year. All applicadons are due 
March 9, 1998. 



Master Keys Not An Issue 



by MICHAEL ADAMS 

Staff Writer 

Security is a key factor to die 
success of campus life for any 
college. For die on-campus stu- 
dent, diough, security may not 
mean much. 

Unaudiorized master keys, 
such as copies of keys dial res- 
idence hall assistants carry, 
may be fioadng around cam- 
pus. Avila is somewhat unique 
in dial resident assistants me 
allowed to carry master keys. 

Avila’s key system works like 
diis: each year 15 to 20 people 
check out grand master keys. 
These keys open almost all 800 
plus dixirs on campus. These 
keys are checked out to staff 
members such as maintenance 
people. 

Building master keys fit 
almost every lock in an individ- 
ual building. 

School officials check diese 
out on a need-basis, such as 
housekeepers. 

A building might also have a 
submaster to unlock certain, 
but not all, doors. 

Work-study students some- 
times carry sub-masters to have 
access to laboratories widiout 
needing a faculty member. 
These keys are checked out for 
die enure school year, and a 
form is filled out. 

Students, such as RAs, carry 
building masters checked out 



by die 
adminis- 
tration for 
die entire 
school 
year. 

These 
keys open 
all doors in 
Carondelel 
and 
Ridgway. 
The stu- 
dent is 
responsi- 
ble for 

having die 
key with 
diem at nil 



These keys used to be marked 
“do not duplicate,” but as 
administrator Tom Lease points 
out, diis was rarely effeedve. 

“Anybody can duplicate a key 
if they get hold of one,” he said. 
“The issue is access, not keys. 
I’ve been here 22 years, and diis 
has always been an issue.” 

Unaudiorized master keys pre- 
sent an obvious threat to can- 
pus security. 

If inappropriate students have 
master keys, no one knows who 
has diem, or how diey got diem. 
Duplicate keys can be as simple 
as having a spae, or for any 
number of odier reasons. 

“It's a tough situation for 
everybody,” Residence Hall 
Director Bab Remsburg said. 
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“Obviously we don’t wait 
students to have stuff stolen 
out of dieir rooms. It’s also 
tough if there are keys out 
there since we don’t know who 
lias them." 

Every four (o five yeas, Avila 
re-keys die residence halls, 
making all previous master 
keys, official or not, useless. 
The next re-keying is sched- 
uled for dns summer. 

Avila students report about 15 
(hefts each yea. 

Of these, it is unclea how 
maiy, if any at all, ae related 
to unaudiorized master keys. 

Administrators urge students 
to lock dieir doors in residence 
halls and dieir cas in die park- 
ing lots, and to keep dieir keys 
widi diem at all dines. 



Strategic Plan to be Completed in May 



by LYNN BROWN-QUICK 

Staff Writer 

Close your eyes and try to 
imagine. What will Avila 
College look like to ai incom- 
ing freshman in die class of 
2029? 

Will there be new residence 
halls a la Rockhurst? Will diere 
be satellite dishes for interac- 
tive distance leaning? Will 
diere be a menu of opportuni- 
ties for class-to-caeer experi- 
ences for all students? Will die 
bookstore aid library be obso- 
lete because everydiing people 
need to know is on the Internet? 
Will there be technology yet 
unimagined? 

None of that is known, but 
change is certain. Avila is in the 
final phase of a strategic plan- 
ning process dial began almost 
three years ago. These plans 



will affect die college well into 
die 21st century. 

When the process is completed 
this summer, die Avila commu- 
nity will begin to see die results 
of strategic planning for stu- 
dents, staff, faculty and die 
organization itself. 

The completed vision state- 
ment and goals are currcndy 
under discussion and pending 
approval by the Board of 
Trustees. (See box on page 2) 

Julie Klutsarits said good ideas 
and dedicated people are having 
a positive effect on crcaUng the 
college’s new strategic plan. “I 
think students will benefit from 
it. I see more community rela- 
tionships, more internships, 
more knowledge of the Kansas 
City area, more open doors for 
students,” Klutsarits said. 

Klutsarits, a junior, is one of 
three students on the 18-mem- 



ber Strategic Planning 
Committee. The other two stu- 
dents are Sarah Berkbigler, a 
junior, and Shane Sands, a 
senior. 

This committee’s first meeting 
took two days. “The 1 8 of us sat 
down” Klutsarits said. “We 
began by talking about where 
we diought Avila was, where it 
had been, where it should go in 
the future and what we wanted 
for Avila.” 

Sr. Marie Joan Harris, vice 
president and dean for 
Academic Affairs, serves on the 
committee along with other 
members of the college’s exec- 
utive committee, trustees, staff, 
faculty and counselors. Sr. 
Marie also sees the proposed 
plan as beneficial for students. 
“I’m excited about it,” she said. 
“I think this plan is different in 
the sense that we wanted to find 



a vision and let that vision pull 
us forward.” 

Sr. Marie said the benefits 
would be found in quality edu- 
cation, alternative modes of 
education, a student body both 
diverse and dynamic, and an 
institution dial is responsive to 
die community. “This plan will 
move us to die next level,” she 
said. 

In the first phase of die strate- 
gic plan, informaUon was gadi- 
ered from faculty, staff, trustees 
and from the self study report 
submitted to the North Central 
Accreditation Association. 

Last fall, the second phase 
began when die Strategic 
Planning Committee was 
appointed. The Strategic 
Planning Committee developed 
the vision and goal statements 
which were shared with stu- 
dents, faculty, staff, trustees, 



counselors and alumni. 

“We spoke to graduate classes, 
residents at hall meetings, die 
student senate and die student 
ambassadors. We tried to get a 
pretty good mix of part lime, 
full-ume, graduate, undergradu- 
ate students," Klutsarits said. 
“From diere we tixik die ideas 
back to the planning committee 
and came up widi a revised ver- 
sion of it." 

An examinadon of strategic 
plan responses by six demo- 
graphic groups showed dial 
most consutuent groups were in 
agreement on die vision and 
goals. Trustees, counselors, fac- 
ulty, staff, students and alumni 
group feedback was tallied. 

Continued on Page 2. 

See Strategic Plan To Be 
Completed. 
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Students Can Rely 
on Resource Center 



In JASON BUCK 

Stuff Writer 

Avila students who need help 
with their studies, their career, 
or their personal lives can get it 
in one stop: the Student 

Resource Center, located in 
lower Blasco Hall. Campus 
professionals, as well as stu- 
dents, provide many services to 
help Avila students become 
successful. The goal of the 
Student Resource Center is to 
get students to succeed in all 
aspects of life, not just in their 
education. 

Gina Frigault directs the 
Career Services Department 
where students can get help 
with their resumes, get informa- 
tion about a career or a major, 
and even look through a listing 
of thousands of job openings in 
llie Kansas City area. 

The Student Resource Center 
c;ui also help students widi dieir 
careers through two events dial 
they hold. The first is an 
employer fair dial die Resource 
Center co-sponsors widi ten 
odier area colleges and univer- 
sities. The employer fair is held 
in April at University of 
Missouri-Kansas City and gives 
students ;ui opportunity to meet 
widi 125 to 150 employers to 
learn what jobs are available 
and what skills employers me 
looking for. The Student 
Resource Center also holds an 
Interview Day. Avila seniors 
can schedule interviews widi 
employers from such compa- 
nies as Children’s Mercy 
Hospital, Eddie Bauer, die FBI, 
Gateway 2000, Soudiwest 
Airlines, and Sprint. 

Tutoring is also available for 
students. Sue Franklin, college 
skills director, and her team of 
peer tutors are diere to help stu- 



dents in basic math, algebra 
English, or chemistry, provide 
help widi papers, test taking 
skills, or time management. 

The Student Resource Center 
also has a personal counselor to 
help students manage die stress 
of college. Bonnie E. Benson, a 
clinical social worker, is avail- 
able by appoinUnent for stu- 
dents to work out problems 
widi a roommate, adjusting to 
college life, or any odier per- 
sonal problems or crises a stu- 
dent may have. This service, 
like any odier dial die Resource 
Center provides, is free and 
confidential. 

The Student Resource Center 
is also involved in an Intensive 
Language and Culture Program, 
ILCP. This program is for inter- 
national students tuid students 
widi little English experience 
who need assistance. This pro- 
gram helps prepare internation- 
al students for study in 
American colleges or universi- 
ties. The services provided for 
international students include 
language and grammar, speak- 
ing and listening, reading and 
writing skills, and a cultural 
experience all while getting col- 
lege credit taking classes at 
Avila. Bruce Inwards, die ILCP 
coordinator, navels all over die 
world looking for intemadonal 
students who me interested in 
coming to America to get a col- 
lege educadon. He has been to 
places such as Japan, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Taipei, and 
Bangkok. This program started 
in 1989 and has grown ever 
since. 

If you have any questions 
about die Student Resource 
Center contact them at ext. 
2266 or drop by the center. 
Walk-ins me welcome for tutor- 
ing and cmeer counseling. 





News 



Mock Trial Takes Fifth 



by TIM COLEMAN 

Staff Writer 

“On August 18, 1997 die 
defendant in diis case, Lee 
Darnell, used a .22 caliber 
revolver to kill Edwin Darnell, 
Lee’s son. And although diis 
fact is undisputed, we have 
heard here today different ver- 
sions of what transpired in die 
days and hours before die mur- 
der.” 

And so went Tim Coleman’s 
closing statement during die 
regional mock trial compcdtion 
hosted here at Avila during die 
weekend of Feb. 13-14. 

That weekend, Avila’s team 
placed fifth and gained a bid to 
one of die two national compe- 
titions. During spring break in 
March, die team will travel to 
Minnesota, reaching die nation- 
al round as it has for 12 of die 
last 14 yems. There, die team 
will compete against schools 
throughout die country. 

The Pre-Law Club is a loose 
organization of individuals who 
have any interest in law in gen- 
eral and, for most, a specific 
calling to law school. 

The Pre-Law Club and polid- 
cal science program helps foster 
interests in part by sponsoring 
die mtx-'k trial team and by host- 
ing die American Mock Trial 
Associations regional tourna- 
ment for die midwest. 

Four yems ago, the mock trial 
team was not in good shape. It 
was die 1 1 Ui year Avi/a had 



competed in die competition, 
but die program had bmely sur- 
vived die recent departure of 
die political science adviser, 
leaving die endre team in need 
of substandal rebuilding to con- 
tinue. 

Rebuilding began widi a new 
adviser and educator coach, Dr. 
Jay Theis, and new attorney 
coach, Derek Moorhead. 

Togedier, diesc two began to 
piece togedier a team, and 
taught die ways of the 
American Mock Trials 
Association as diey recruited 
new students from all majors. 

The American Mock Trial 
Association provides each of 
die 200 schools competing in 
die 12 regional tournaments 
widi an identical “case” before 
competition. 

Each year, die case alternates 
between a criminal (rial mid a 
civil trial and is tried before a 
two judge panel, comprised of 
actual local attorneys or judges. 

During each tournament, die 
schools engage each odier dur- 
ing four rounds, two on Friday 
and two on Saturday. The 
rounds take roughly diree hours 
to complete from pretrial con- 
ferences to closing statements, 
and during die four trials die 
teams lake turns portraying die 
prosecution/plaintiff or the 
defense for die same case. 

Bodi sides receive the same 
materials mid each case is writ- 
ten as to be vague enough to 
allow gray areas of testimony 



Strategic Plan To Be Completed 



Continued from page 1 

When evaluated on a five-point 
scale, at least 50 percent of all 
respondents gave the vision and 
most goals a “strongly agree” 
or “agree” rating. 

The trustees gave 100 percent 
“strongly agree” or “agree” 
combined radngs to Goal 1, and 
counselors gave 100 percent 
“strongly agree” or “agree” 
combined ratings to Goal 2. 

However, die lowest approval 



ratings recorded were for Goal 
4. Only 47 percent of the facul- 
ty gave “strongly agree” or 
“agree” ratings for expanding 
resident population. Alums 
gave only a 37 percent “strong- 
ly agree” raung mid none chose 
die “agreement” category. An 
equal 37 percent of diis group 
selected “undecided.” 

In die diird phase of die 
process, task groups created 
objeefives under each goal mid 



and evidence. 

In diis way, die level of learn- 
ing and manner of application 
dictates die scoring. 

The teams consist of a diree 
member attorney team and 
diree wiuiesses. On average die 
diree attorneys me always attor- 
neys, no matter which side of 
die case die team happens to be 
arguing. However, witnesses 
may switch roles as die team 
switches sides. 

During die past four yems, 
Moorhead worked extensively 
to build up a learn dial was 
handed to him widi one return- 
ing member and little guidance 
or direction. 

During diat time, members of 
Avila’s team began to win 
awards for outstanding perfor- 
mances mid die team ms a whole 
began to place among die seven 
places of die top schools. The 
class was offered for credit. 

Marco Hernandez, Reba 
Jones, mid Tim Coleman all 
earned Best Witness awards 
over die yems and Tracy Orf 
won a Best Attorney award in 
her last year of competition. 

This year, die lemn performed 
even better. On Feb. 13-14, 
Avila presented its strongest 
temn yet. 

Angela Hasty, a senior poliii- 
cal science major, earned die 
highest Best Witness awmd of 
any temn. The diree attorneys, 
Andrea Diaz, Jennifer Hillis, 
mid Tim Coleman, were joined 
by witnesses. 



me currently working on 
strategies. Sr. Marie said the 
strategies me being written for 
the next two or diree yems 
only. “Then, we’ll step back 
and review diem,” she added. 

The plan should be completed 
in May. The college’s Bomd of 
Trustees will consider die com- 
plete plan diis summer. 



See Vision for the year 2025 
in fact box at the bottom... 



Vision for the year 2025... 



Avila, an institution ot higher education, provides outstanding, multi-faceted and accessible education in a vibrant 
atmosphere, forms strategic partnerships with the community and commits to social responsibility within a global 
perspective. 

GoaLs for 1998-2003- 

1,1 llle ncxt livu y^. we will address die following goals through the lens of social responsibility: 

Goal #1- Establish and strengthen strategic partnerships. 

Objectives: 

-Develop criteria dial profile strategic partnerships. 

-Assess and evaluate current partnerships and identify diose dial me, or potentially 
me, strategic. 

-Strcngdicn mid create new strategic partnerships. 

(foal #2- Respond to the assessed educational needs of the community. 

Objectives: 

-Identify die top cducalion/training needs to die greater Kansas City community, 

-Idenufy die top cducalion/training needs of die Avila community. 

-Refine or develop educadon/training programs mid altemadve models for delivery. 
-Determine die administrative structures and resources needed. 

(foal #3- Develop alternatives to make education accessible. 

Objectives: 

-Idenufy mid prioritize actual mid perceived barriers to accessibility. 

-Develop plans to address barriers. 

-Use technology to make Avila’s resources mid programs more accessible. 

(foal #4-Hxpand enrollment with priority given to residendal students. 

Objectives: 

-Develop facilidcs and services dial enhance student recruitment and retendon 
-Idendfy and promote die academic centers of excellence. 

-Strengthen key existing and establish new academic programs to build enrollment 
-Increase enrollment dirough new and enhanced athletic and odier co-curricular progrmns 






Harmony Week’s 
Calendar of Events 

March 23-26 

Monday, March 23 
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Harmony Week To Be 
Held At Avila 



Kick-off session with Mayor Cleaver 

Noon -Marian Center - Dining Room 
Song and Dance 

7:00-8:30 p.m. - Gopperl Theater 
-Total Praise Gospel Choir 
-Grupo Folklorica Mexico 
-Red Hawk Singers and Dancers 
-The Filipino Association of Greater Kansas 
City Chorale 
-Blaulalcr Folkdanecrs 

-Choirs of Congregation F’Shalom and Kchilalh 
Israel 

Ttiesday, March 24 
Film Series 

Noon-Dallavis Center Television Studio 
Hairpiece: A Film For Nappy-Headed People 

Multicultural Poetry 

7:00-8:30 p.m. -Marian Center - Snack Bar 
Featuring poets: Stan Banks, Elliot Carmichael, 
Gloria Vando, and Tom Wcso 

Wednesday, March 25 

Interfaith Service and Campus Harmony Walk 

Noon - Orehelin Memorial Chapel - Foyle Hall 
Culture Exchange - food, stories, language 

5:00-6:30 p.m. - Marian Center - Snack Bar 

Thursday, March 26 

Presentation and Discussion “ Diversity and 
the American Future” 

10:00-Noon - Goppcrt Theater 
Featured presenter: Dr. Carlos Cortes, Ph.D. 

Diversity seminar 

12:30 p.m. - Goppcrt - Hclmcs Room 
Facilitated by Dr. Cathy Bogart, Avila College, 
Assistant Professor of Psychology 

Presentation and Discussion “Diversity and 
the American Future” 

7:00-9:00 p.m. - Goppcrt Theater 
Presentation and Discussion 
(repeal of 10:00-Noon) 

Public Invited - No Admission Charges 
For more information contact: 

President’s Olficc-Ext. 2214 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor- in- Chief 

“Diversity is more than ethnic 
differences; it’s dial people are 
different than us, and some- 
times we just don’t under- 
stand,” Dr. Larry Kramer, pres- 
ident of Avila College, said. 

In ;i concentrated effort to 
raise awarenestf of these differ- 
ences, as welt as similarities, 



sion with Mayor 
Emanuel Cleaver on Monday, 
March 23 at noon in the Marian 
Center Dining Room. That 
evening, there will be a “Song 
and Dance” from 7-8:30 p.m. in 
Goppert Theater. This event 
strives to raise awareness of the 
different facets of culture. 
There will be African- 
American, Mexican, Native 
American, Filipino, German 

and Jewish cultural perfor- 
mances. 

Tuesday, March 24 will have 
multicultural poetry readings 
from 7-8:30 p.m. in Marian 
Center Snack Bar. The featured 
poets are Stan Banks, Elliot 
Tennyson Carmichael, Gloria 
Vando and Tom Weso. 

Activities are interspersed to 
avoid focusing lectures on 
minority groups. “We are 
made up of a society of diversi- 
ty. However, we can join 
together to make a better soci- 
ety; we should," Kramer said. 

The multicultural committee 
lelt die need to focus on an 
event to bring people togedier. 
This group has been working 
for over a year to plan a week 
of activities to stimulate inter- 
est and excitement widiin die 
campus. 

“Classes may have discus- 



sions, but people walk out of 
die classroom into an unsensi- 
tized community. Hopefully, 
diis will help to sensitize every- 
one,” Kramer said. 

On Wednesday, March 25 
diere will also be an Inlerfaith 
Service and Campus Harmony 
Walk, beginning in Foyle Hall. 
The Avila College Singers will 
be performing at diis event. 
“The group has been working 



hiad on spirituals, and it should 
be an outstanding perfor- 
mance,” said John Rudzinski, 
choir director. 

At 5-6 p.m. Wednesday, diere 
will also be a Culture Exchange 
of Food, stories and language in 
die Marian Center Snack Bar. 
“This is not just for internation- 
al students, it’s for anyone in 
die community! Fix a dish diat 

you grow up wiiJi, (Jiat is a part 
of your family’s culture,” 
Kramer said. 

The point of diis evening is for 
people to come togedier in a 
relaxed atmosphere and be able 
to talk about dieir differences 
honestly and openly, and find 
similarities along die way. 

Thursday, March 26, Dr. 
Carlos Cortes will present 
“Diversity and die American 
Future” at 10 a.m.- Noon and 
also from 7-9 p.m. Dr. Cortes is 
Professor Emeritus of History 
at die University of California, 
Riverside. 

He is die audior of many 
books, articles, film and televi- 
sion documentaries, as well as 
educational materials. Dr. 
Kramer first encountered Dr. 
Cories at die Harvard Institute a 
few years ago, when he attend- 
ed a diree-week class session 



there. 

Cortes is also a Kansas City 
native. 

Dr. Cortes will also facilitate a 
discussion after the lectures. 
However, Dr. Cortes stresses 
die importance of attending his 
lecture in order to participate in 
die discussion. 

As well, on Thursday March 
26, Dr. Cadiy Bogart, assistant 
professor of psychology at 
Avila College, will 
facilitate a 

Diversity Seminar. 
The seminar will 
take place at 12:30 
p.m. in die Helmcs 
Room. 

The multicultural 
committee spon- 
sored a poster con- 
test for die week, 
and Jeff Henry sub- 
mitted die winning 
poster. Posters, banners and T- 
shirts will be available at a 
reduced price of five dollars; 
die committee worked hard to 
make die cost low. 

Dr. Kramer leels a very strong 
need for events such as diis. 
When Kramer was 17, lie grad- 
uated and joined die army. He 
was placed in Daklan, Ala. and 
there he saw white-only 
restroom and wafer fountains. 
Kramer came from a fann near 
Wichita, Kan. and had never 
seen anything like dial. 

Dr. Kramer leels strongly 
about die need for events like 
diis. He says dial sometimes 
people are offensive and diey 
just do not have die awareness 
and knowledge to realize it. 
Kramer leels this is a two-way 
street; if people are willing to 
realize diis problem and try to 
help it, diings will be much bet- 
ter. 

But Kramer feels diere is a 
more important reason. “God 
gives each of us opportunities. I 
was given an opportunity to be 
a college president, and while 
diere is a lot to call upon my 
time, I have to prioritize. This is 
a priority I have given," Kramer 
explained. 
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committee has pre- 
pared Harmony 
Week. Harmony 
Week will take place 
March 23-26, on die 
Avila campus. 
Admission is free to 
all. 

The week is packed 
with events, starting 
widi a kick-off ses- 



We are made up of a 
society of diversity. 
However, we can join 
together to make a better 
society; we should. 



-Dr. Hurry Krame 



Carondelet Retreat 



by KAT1K WILKKKSON 

Contributing Writer 

Have you ever 
wondered where 
the Sisters of 
Avila were 
trained to be 
nuns? Have you 
ever wondered 
about die history 
of Avila 

College? Would 
you like a weekend to get away 
from Kansas City fora weekend 
and just have some time to 
rellect? 



The answer to your questions 
might lie found at die second 
annual Avila-Fontbonne retreat 
which will 
take place on 
March 27-29 
and will be 
held at die 
Carondelet 
Motherhouse 
in St. Louis. 

Each year, 
this is an 
opportunity for students from 
Avila and Fonibonne, bodi of 
which are sponsored by die Sis- 
ters of St. Joseph of Carondelet 



(CSJs), to get togedier and find 
out more about die other 
schools as well as die history of 
die CSJs. 

It is a weekend of discovery, 
reflection and exploration of 
die magnificent grounds of die 
Modierhouse. It is a time to 
relax, enjoy and reflect on 
ones’ life. 

“The weekend is one dial 
everyone can enjoy,” Fr. Dan 
Tors on said. 

Fur mure information or to 
sign up, see Fr. Dan in the 
Chapel or reach him at Ext. 
2 . 124 . 



The weekend 
is one that 
everyone can 
enjoy. 

-Fr. Dan Torson 
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Trying To Choose A Major 
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The Grand Champion 

Steer Starts A Tradition 



In < JINNY GOFJtKL 

News Editor 

How would you like to go to 
another country for your edu- 
cation hut had these guidelines 
set upon you? We will pick the 
state you will 
live in and die 
college that 
you v/ill 
attend. You 
will be 

assigned a 
room with 
someone you 
have never 
met :uid by 
the way not 
everyone will 
be accepting 
of you. Does 
this sound 
like a trip you 
would be willing to lake? 
Away from your family, 
friends, culture, and a whole 
ocean separating you from all 
you have known. 

Kumiko Sekine wanted to gel 
a good education so she pushed 
all her doubts aside and headed 
for Missouri. 

Sekine has been in America 
since last January when she 
came to Avila. She is from 
Chiba, Japan where her family 
sull lives. She has two brodi- 
ers, one who is older and one 
who is lour yours younger. Her 
eldest brother is married and 
lias a son who is two years old. 

Alter visiting California while 
she was in high school she 
found dun America was a great 
experience. “1 like California 
because people are more 
accepting there,” Sekine 
explained. 

< higinally Sekine had diought 
she would majoi in communi- 
cation, but has decided a major 
like business would be better. 

Sekine hopes to graduate as 
soon as possible so she can go 
back to Japan to be a guide to 
die foreigners in her country. 

“I want to lie able to help iny 
family with money,” Sekine 
says. 

She will make better money 
working in Japan and diey also 
have better benefits than 
America. Missing her family is 
die main reason for returning 
to Japan. 



In December, Sekine did 
have a chance to go home to 
visit her family. She explained 
how in Japan Christmas is not 
a holiday spent widi one’s par- 
ents, but with a husband or 
friends. New Year’s is a time 
with 
your 
family. 
So 

what 
docs she 
do widi 
her free 
t i m e ? 
Movies 
are a 
favorite 
f o r 
Sekine 
since in 
America 
tickets 
cost her 
$3.00 and it is $15.00 in Japan. 
She also lias been to some 
clubs widi her friends and 
spends a good majority of her 
time with boyfriend Tomio. 
What seems to take up most of 
her time is homework. “It 
takes a long dme to translate 
from iny language into 
English for my teachers,” 
Sekine said. “They could give 
us a little less homework and 
then I would be able to go out 
more.” 

She Lius enjoyed Avila but 
she wishes diat she had a 
chance to gel to know 
Americans a little better. “I 
came here to meet new people 
but die language barrier seems 
so liard to get past,” Sekine 
explains. International stu- 
dents seem to slick together 
and diat seems to lie die extent 
of her circle. 

Sekine has enjoyed her time 
so far at Aviia and will have 
many good memories. She 
will certainly remember all her 
teachers who have been more 
than helpful. 

“Meg (Flynn) has been a ton 
of help; she is there for us if 
we need a ride or help making 
a doctor’s appointment," 
Sekine says. 

Sekine hopes to enjoy die rest 
of her time in America and 
hopes to keep up die hard 
work so she can go home to 
her family. 



by LAURA K. I1AHK1S 

Ed'Uor-in-Chief 

Jimmy C. was die namesake of 
then-president James Carter. In 
1976 he was die Grand 
Champion Steer of the 



American Royal. And widi die 
help of a generous group of 
civic leaders, an endiusiaslic 
director of development, and an 

Avila president willing to lake a 

chance, Jimmy C. began what 
we now know as The Steer 
Dinner. 

Jeff Ncnens took die position 
of Director of Development for 
Avila College in 1976. The first 
project laid on his desk was to 
determine what to do widi 
Jimmy C. A syndicate of five 
civic leaders gave die grand 
champion steer to Avila to use 
as a fund-raiser. Nenens 
diought die best way to go 
would be widi a dinner, inviting 
friends of die college. 

The American Royal 
Aucdon/Dinner (now the Steer 
Dinner) look place in late tall. 



The item to be auctioned? 
Jimmy C. himself. 

Sister Olive Louise Dallavis, 
president, and Nenens worked 
widi Boyle Meat Company in 
this endeavor. “The bidding 
was on boxes of steaks fur- 
nished by die Grand 



Champion,” Sr. Olive said. 
“There were six to eight steaks 
in a gold box, widi a ribbon cer- 
tifying dial diese were die 
Grand Champion. Mr. Boyle 
himself saw to it diat die steaks 
were cut and a ribbon placed in 
each box.” 

Mrs. Dallavis, niodier of Sr. 
Olive, purchased die first ticket 
to die Auction/Dinner. The first 
box of steaks were sold for 
$1,000 to Clarihel McLcar, die 
first full Lime adult student at 
Avila. 

“It should he noted dial her 
daughter, Mary Jo McLcar, 
class of ‘64, comes each year in 
honor of her modier ;md is an 
active bidder,” Sr. Olive said. 

Nenens went till out to make 
diis first fund-raiser unique. 
Each place was set with beaud- 



ful china, crystal and silver. 
“Students wore black and 
white, widi a serving towel 
placed on dieir arm,” Sr. Olive 
remembered. “And diey served 
the beautiful plates widi die ele- 
gance of trained waiters.” 
Because die idea was so novel, 



photo courtesy Community Relations 

Avila asked if diey could have 
die hide. For many years, die 
hide, a gift of Margaret 
O’Reilly, was placed under a 
table in die library. It was 
moved recently because of die 
wear on die hide and hairs. 

This first dinner set die stage 
for die successful annual event. 
Sr. Olive noted diat each mem- 
ber of die syndicate felt Avila 
had done well, raising more 
dian $15, (XX) with Jimmy C. 
They promised to continue to 
purchase a steer for Avila. 

“Many changes have taken 
place,” Sr. Olive said. “But die 
Avila Aucdon/Dinner is one of 
die oldest in die metro area, 
excluding die cancer auction. 
And die beneficiaries are die 
students.” 



EARN 

$750-$1500/WEEK 

Raise all the money your student 
group needs by sponsoring a 
VISA Fundraiser on your campus. 
No investment & very little time 
needed. There’s no obligation, so 
why not call for information today. 
Call l-8(X)-323-8454 X 95 



Football Player Turned Poet 

hv LISA POULIN 



Staff Writer 

Can you imagine growing up 
as die son of a bootlegger in 
Kansas City near 10th and Vine 
St.? This is precisely how Stan 
Banks grew up. 

He remembers die old Vine 
Street as being something com- 
parable to Hollywood, Las 
Vegas, or Harlem, and he also 
remembers the destruction of 
such a place. 

Just as any young boy growing 
up in die inner city, Banks 
enjoyed playing football and 
baseball to pass time. 

He attended Southeast High 
School and it was here dial his 
football career flourished and 
then fell. After his ankle was 
crushed by what Banks called a 
“refrigerator-sized” opponent. 



Banks was unsure of what to do 
next. 

His football career was over 
and his hope of making it to die 
pros had been destroyed. 

This is where late stepped into 
his life. Realizing football was 
in die past. Banks began to 
focus more on his classes. 

He suddenly began to under- 
stand die aesdielics of litera- 
ture, and soon realized lie had a 
talent for wriung. 

This is where it all began for 
him; he realized his talent and 
he “went ail out.” 

Banks continued his educadon 
at the University of Missouri at 
Kansas City, where he eventu- 
ally received his Bachelor’s and 
Master’s in English. 

He also received a lifetime cer- 
tificate in teaching. Banks 
became Edilor-in-Chicf" of 



Number One, die campus mag- 
azine. 

At 23, Banks was asked by die 
editor of Bookmark Press at 
UMKC to do his first book. 
This book is tilled Wth Alley 
Way, and he is proud to say he 
earned $ 1 1 .40 from diis book. 

His first book may not have 
been a big success, hut Banks 
kept on wridng. His second 
book. Coming From a Funky 
Time and Place, was written 
alter his divorce. 

It was from diis book dial 10 
of his poems won die National 
Endowment for the Arts 
Fellowship/Grant. 



Continued on page 5 
See Banks Begins Teaching 
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Sr. Marie’s Secret 
Weapon Against 
Snow Days 



hy ROBIN SMITH 

Staff Writer 

What’s the weather going to be 
tomorrow? Just ask Avila’s sci- 
ence instructor Mark Scclbinder 
and he will tell you. Although 
Seelbinder admits he is no 
meteorologist but a chemist, he 
possesses many of die skills 
that would cause others to 
assume otherwise. 

Seelbinder grew up in Kansas 
City. He began to realize when 
he was in die fifth or sixdi grade 
dial his interest in die weadier 
laid become a hobby for him. “I 
remember my parents buying 
me a toy radio station,” 
Seelbinder said. 

During junior high, Seelbinder 
had a teacher who kept his 
hobby going strong. “A real 
weadier buff’ is how 
Seelbinder described himself. 
The hobby continued dirough- 
out school. In die lldi grade 
Seelbinder received his pilot’s 
license. Then he had to learn 
weadier more formally. As he 
entered die college atmosphere, 
he was unsure what he wanted 
to major in or what his career 
would be. Scclbinder went to 
die bookstore and spent two 
days looking through books on 
various majors. Aldiough he 
considered meteorology as a 
major, for him it was just too 
much math. “I ended up major- 
ing in chemistry, which is iron- 
ic because it has just as much 
math,” Seelbinder said, laugh- 
ing. 

Even though Seelbinder did 
not choose meteorology as his 
major, it remained a hobby. 
Seelbinder attended grad school 
in Wisconsin. “I used to sit in 
on courses, seminars, mid brief- 
ings on die weather because 1 
would sneak out of die chem- 
istry building mid go over to die 
meteorology building,” 

Seelbinder said. 

Avila brought Seelbinder back 
to Kansas City in 1998. He 
began teaching courses such as 
chemistry and biology. 

One day, Dr. Larry Sullivan, 
head of die National Allied 
Health, Science mid 
Madiemaucs (NASHM) depart- 




ment, came 
to Seelbinder 
and said diere 
was an inter- 
est in devel- 
oping more 
science! 
courses 
S e e 1 b i n d e r|' 
gave Sullivan 
a list of courses he was quali- 
fied to teach. 

“Dr. Sullivan pointed to mete- 
orology and said T diink diat 
would be a gixid one.’ I was 
excited because it had been a 
hobby for so long,” Seelbinder 
said. 

Seelbinder is a busy man. Not 
only does he teach, he is a 
trained weadier spotter, radio 
operator and also die coordina- 
tor for die Data Stream program 
started by die NaUonal Science 
Program and The American 
Meteorological Foundation. 
The progrmn teaches diose who 
teach grades kindergarten 
dirough 12 meteorology so diat 
diey can be comfortable teach- 
ing it also. ‘This program is not 
advertised, but dirough word of 
mouth the progrmn has expand- 
ed and by die end of die year 50 
students would have completed 
die progrmn,” Seelbinder said. 

As busy as Seelbinder is, he 
sdll has plenty of lime for his 
family mid coaching his son’s 
roller blade hockey team. 
Aldiough Seelbinder is not offi- 
cially coaching diis season he 
makes sure he is at every game 
coaching from die stands. 
“Because die team has gone 
from outside hockey to inside 
hockey I fell dial die transition 
was more dian I could do at diis 
lime.” 



Seelbinder’ s son does not 
share die hobby of meteorology 
but he does share die hobby of 
interest in airplanes. 

Some people depend on Mark 
Seelbinder for his weather 
expertise, including his family, 
friends and Avila. 

“Seelbinder is a better weadier 
forecaster dian any on televi- 
sion, diat we emi rely on for 
accurate predictions. He’s out- 
standing in that,” Sr. Marie 
Joan Harris said. 



Women 

constitute half the world’s 
population , perform nearly 
two-thirds 

of its work hours, receive one- 
tenth of the worlds income 
and less than one- hundredth 
of the world’s property 

United Nations Report, 1980 



Lathrom’s Role in Kansas City Publishing 
Industry Aided By Avila Education 



by KEVIN LUJ1N 

Contributing Writer 

Sara Lathrom, assistant art 
director of Abarta Metro 
Publishing, sat for an interview 
to evaluate her education at 
Avila mid its relevance to her 
job in die field of graphic arts. 

Ladiroin’s college search 
began mid ended widi Avila. 
D;m Keegan, former associate 
professor 
of art at 
Avila was 
her first 
c ontact 
with col- 
lege. 

went and 
talked widi 
him, ” 

La thro m 
said. “I 
knew 

wanted to 
go to a 
small 
scluxil and 
it all fell into place from 
diere." 

She chose Avila primarily 
because of its small size, which 
helped her receive individual 
attention from her professors. 

Lathrom’s education at Avila 
was not limited to the class- 
room, diough. She played for 
the Lady Eagle’s volleyball 
team, worked in Thornhill 
Gallery, mid served as Graphic 
Designer for The Talon. 

Her transition from school to 
work began widi an internship 
at Jay Higden Design, a single- 
employee design firm. 

Since die staff was small, 
Ladirom was able to see and 
work on every aspect of a 
design project, from the pro- 
ject’s concepdon to complcdon. 
“He taught me so much,” she 
said. “I would say it was a well- 
rounded internship.” 

Lathrom staled that the 
instruedon and advice given to 
her by Susan Lawlor, assistant 
professor of art, helped 
immensely. “I always felt com- 
fortable with Susan because we 
(her students) could ask her 
quesdons and she would always 
answer diem,” Ladirom said. 
“She worked for a design 
agency for quite a while, I 
believe, so she knew exaedy 
what was needed in die retd 



world, and I diink she brought 
dial to the classroom.” 

Lathrom also cited the class 
titled “Corporate Identity”, 
taught by Lawlor, as her intro- 
duction to real-world design 
projects. Lawlor had several 
professional designers issue 
assignments for die students to 
complete. Widi die students 
acting as employees, the 
designers dien evaluated dieir 



work as if diey were members 
of die staff. 

The success in this mid her 
odicr art classes helped her 
complete her degree require- 
ments. She graduated from 
Avila in May of 1995 widi a 
Bachelor’s of Art in tat widi an 
emphasis on graphic design. 

Ladirom was nervous upon 
graduation from Avila. “When I 
first got out and (after) seeing 
some of the work people did 
from MU, KU and K-State, 
some of diose bigger schools, 1 
diought, ‘Oh my gosh! What 
did I do my last four years at 
Avila?”’ 

“But dien, I got out and 
worked alongside people like 
dial, I realized 1 got just as good 
an educadon (as students from 
large universities),” Ladirom 
said. 

The first job dial helped 
assuage her initial fears was at 
Channel 4 in die Graphic 
Design Department. She moved 
on to Legends Adiletic as a 
graphic designer for adiletic 
wear. The Legends job “was not 
exaedy what I wmiled to do,” 
Ladirom said. “Print was much 
more what I wanted to be 
doing.” 

That led her to Abarta Metro 
Publishing, publishers of 



Kansas City magazine. Where 
Kansas City, and Kansas City 
Home and Design. A fellow 
Avila alumnus, Ron Arens, told 
her of die job opening widi die 
company. Upon submitting her 
portfolio and receiving mi inter- 
view, Ladirom was hired. 

Ladirom’s duties for Where 
Kansas City, a magazine for 
Kansas City visitors, includes 
hiring illustrators mid adhering 
to a budget. She 
brainstorms widi 
odier art directors 
and decides on 
what restaurants, 
shops mid people 
to include in die 
magazine pro- 
files and 

columns. 
Ladirom added 
dial her work on 
this magazine 
“allows me to 
shop, eat and get 
paid for it." 

For Kansas 
City, and Kansas 
City Home & Design, she is 
able to apply her graphic design 
skills. Lathrom said, “For 
Kansas City, you get to let lixise 
and use more creativity widi 
fonts and die photography.” 
She must also conceptualize die 
visual images diat correspond 
widi each article’s central sub- 
ject mid dieme. 

When relleeting upon what her 

employers mid professors have 
taught her, Ladirom said, “I 
know 1 have learned more out 
of school dial 1 did (at Avila).” 
She added, “I could not have 
learned (all 1 know now) if I did 
not have dial initial educadon, 
though. The two go hand-in- 
hand." 

Ladirom said her education at 
Avila was a great springboard, 
especially for die entry level 
position in her field. 

Widi all diings considered, 
Ladirom said she was pleased 
widi die outcome of receiving 
her degree from Avila. 

“Dive into it (your educa- 
tion),” Lathrom said. “You 
have die opportunity to absorb 
all diis inlbrmadon about what 
you plan on doing for a large 
pordon of your life. Just push 
yourself.” 




photo courtesy Kevin Lujin 



Banks Begins Teaching 



Continued from page 4 

Finally, his latest book Rhythm 
and Guts, represents his style. 
He says it is a tough piece widi- 
out all of the deadi and gore. 

After giving a pixilry reading 
this fall, Bmiks was asked by 
faculty mid staff to teach a class 
here at Avila. His class gives 
I students a chance to be creative 
and write in ways diey never 
! have before. The students keep 
daily journals and diey partici- 
pate in all discussions and cri- 
tiques. 



The students leave the class 
widi a developed portfolio mid 
a new way to approach writing. 

Banks enjoys teaching here at 
Avila, because he says he 
enjoys the “young adult and 
adult atmosphere. It is a nice 
change from working widi high 
school students.” 

He also says he would definite- 
ly come back here to Avila to 
leach again. Students have 
enjoyed experiencing Banks in 
class. "I think he is great. He’s 
someone who actually works 
widi poetry; he is a writer. It’s 



nice to have someone who emi 
critique your work from a 
poet’s standpoint; he's had real 
world experience,” Tim 
Coleman, senior, said. 

Not only do students get a 
chance to express tlicir creative 
ideas through Bmiks’ class, but 
they also get a chance to get to 
know a piece of Kansas City 
through the eyes of a real poet. 
Was the football accident 
destruction of what Banks was 
supposed to become, or was it 
fate that brings Stan to die man 
he is today? 
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M exico 



O nc of the more inspiring evenings was spent atop a mountain in El 
Paso. Up above the city we could sec miles of shimmering brilliance. We 
discussed the fact that 67 percent of the population we were overlooking 
was under the age of 15. Adults do not live long because of pollution and 
poor living conditions, children don’t really have much of a chance. 
Silently, 1 knew that was why we were there, to give a family the opportu- 
nity to beat the odds. 

Kari Donnell 



J1 t is great to see people that weren’t financially well off, praising 
and believing in God like they did. There arc so many Christians in Amer- 
ica that claim they arc Christians and hide it. These people amazed me, 
because of their bold, sold-out, Jcasus-frcak mindset. Nothing keeps them 
back. Us Americans have a hard problem “being religious” because of 
things like peer pressure, time, and other obstructions. I respect those 
Mexican Christians, big time. 

Seth Boyer 




FOR 



Avila students this trip was the essence of education.In col- 
lege we ordinarily teach skills of a particular discipline combined 
with methods of higher thinking, but with a course of experience 
such as this student, lives are changed. During the week of January, 
students were directly confronted with their own cdmoccntric think- 
ing, and many were forced into decisions about their lives and their 
future. My life was changed due to circumstances beyond my control 
and 1 was forced to turn over die project to our guide. The students 
rose to die occasion and worked togedier as a team dial would have 
been die envy of any corporate executive. Words cannot describe die 
feelings of joy I experience for each one who participated and die 
personal pride I retain for being part of dicir personal journey. This 
trip provided die tools necessary for die type of psychic change need- 
ed in all of us to attack life on life’s terms. 

-Ben Meade 



didn’t go to Juarez solely for a joy ride, a chance to 
get away from my job, school or baseball team, 1 went to 
learn, to grow, to find some meaning to this crazy picture we 
call life. I went to learn about Juarez, the people, the poverty 
and the struggle. I wanted to sec how bad it really was. 

My wildest imagination could not have rendered the reality 
of the people of Juarez. I rode in the Casas Por Christo mini- 
bus looking out the window in sheer amazement. ‘Dear God, 
what in the world is going on,’ I thought to myself. ‘How can 
a river, a body of water, separate two countries and make it 
so black and white, so cut and dried?’ 

I happened to be born on the north side of the river, blessed 
witii a house, an education, but most of all a chance. 1 have 
the chance to basically do whatever it is that I desire. There 
is no doubt in my mind that I can accomplish whatever I 
want. 

But had I been born on the south side of the river, my world 
would be over before it started. 1 would rely completely on 
God for my protection, my sanity and my life. 

1 say this because people in my hometown go to God for 
different reasons than Hie people ol Juarez. We go to church 
because someone is ill or someone is in trouble and we need 
God’s help. Eslclla and Raoul go to worship their savior and 
live dicir lives through his name. They don’t have sellish rea- 
sons for loving God. They want nothing more than his love, 
not a new car, a better job or a bigger house. 

Delaina Renfro 





y lilc has changed because I hope to go back as many times 
as 1 can this year. I am planning to go over spring break and this sum- 
mer lor a month and a hall. I his is one of the things that has had a 
major impact on my life. 

Ben, il it were not lor you three years ago when you took me down 
there, I would probably have never gone on one of these trips. 1 have 
also found out that 1 really love to give to other people in this world 
that do not have that much. 

I also believe dial we Americans don’t really understand how great 
we have il in America. The one thing that I think every American kid 
should experience is a trip like this to Mcxiaco to help another fam- 
ily. The big thing that is so great about this trip for me is that you 
actually get to build something for someone else to live in. 

Ben, 1 look forward to going to Mexico with you in the future and 
I can not wait until I get down there this summer. 

Terry Mykins 




m 
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Mike Adams, Kelly Turner, Seth Boyer, Mario Torres, 
Rossana Vallazza, Deborah Wright, Kari Donnell, 
Delaina Renfro, Jimmy Vogel, Terry Mykins, Jennifer 
Lujin, Ann Mullin, Crystal Andrews, Sarah Berkbigler 

A trip to Mexico 
January 2-10 

Juarez, Mexico 

To build a house to give a 
family a chance 

With love, labor and tears 



A 

■“•^Ttcr the second day on the site my body was numb, and I 
couldn’t feel my fingers very well. Considering everyone else 
felt the same way was comforting to me. The whole day went 
by pretty fast, and I really didn’t mind putting up the chicken 
wire. (The girls from the group from Seattle, Wash., told us to 
try to gel out of doing it.) Anyhow, I was definitely ecstatic 
when you told us that we had a half a day of work left to do the 
next (and last) day. Dinner that night was exceptional. 

In fact, the meals every night that the old ladies cooked were 
exceptional. Talking with them in the evenings while we ate 
made me feel like I was eating at my godmother’s house back in 
Kansas City. A warm feeling came over me when we would 
return hack to our “home” for the night alter a long day’s work. 

I would run up to the room I shared with Kelly and Seth and try 
to make things more comfortable for us. We would pretend that 
we had actual heat in our room at night and in the mornings 
while we got dressed. This really helped us move faster when 
we heard the pounding on the doors and the orders to be ready 
to go in thirty minutes. 

Rossana Vallazza 




w 

▼ V hen we arrived in Juarez Ben realized that he and Nat, our team 
leader, couldn't find the pastor the the church we were staying at to let 
us in. Ben and Nat devised a plan to break in and then let the rest of us 
in. It sounded good at the time, so Nat proceeded to climb up the wall into 
the second story of the church. 

All of a sudden, Nat grabbed the guardrail on the second story and it 
came loose. In this one instant, all of our lives changed. Ben had turned 
his head for just a second while Kari and I stood by and watched Nat fall 
on top of Ben. Ben crumpled like a piece of paper on the sidewalk, and 
as he fell he hit his head on the bumper of one of the vans. 

Kari yelled out for help and within seconds everyone was standing 
around Ben. Nat had jumped up quickly and seemed to be fine; Ben had 
broken his 12 foot fall. 

Ben was having trouble breathing. Nat let us in the church, and then he 
and Mario helped Ben inside to lay down. 

The next day, Ben dropped us off at the worksite, and then he and Deb- 
orah went to the hospital across the border. Our group worked really hard 
that day, and we went home that night. The damage? Two 



Tk think that going to Mexico woke something up inside of me, that 
it showed me a path to take. I’ve come to terms with some heavy person- 
al issues since I got back, mostly unpleasant things. I feel that Mexico 
gave me an event I can point to as a defining moment in my life. People 
ask me about the trip and I tell them that I can’t describe what happened 
- 1 can say what we did, but not what happened. I tell them that if life is 
a river, going to Mexico was a big bend. 

Mike Adams 

A 

2TAt one point, I lelt that I was losing control of my emotions. I 
found myself on the verge of tears nearly every day. I knew the tears 
were happy ones, all good, all necessary. This was especially disturbing 
to me because I always try to shove my emotions to the side. 1 do this in 
order to protect myself from being hurt by others and to prevent people 
from knowing how I truly feel. I know this is not a good practice, so I’m 
making an honest effort to work on it. 

Spiritually, my morale was lifted when the area pastors recognized and 
welcomed me as one of the lew African Americans who visit their 
country. This brought tears to my eyes. Afterward, a calm feeling settled 
over me that made me feel necessary, confident and comfortable— a feel- 
ing that is rarely experienced when dealing with America’s majority. 

Deborah Wright 





broken/crushed vertebrae and major pain. Ben went through a lot, but 
he still came to the worksite the next couple of days to help us finish 
the house. We worked harder in order to make him proud of us. We all 
know the saying, "The Lord works in mysterious ways." 

-Rossana Vallazza 



Photos courtesy Mike Adams. 
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Senior Spotlight 

Endicott: "Player of the Year" 

by AMANDA NEDKUD \ ^aX 



win, widi Jason Albright get- 
ting the victory. Senior second 
baseman Ryan Howard had 
multiple RBIs Dial helped the 
Eagles to their first win of the 
season. 

“We played great defense, had 



by JOY JACOBS 



Sports Editor 



Nobody said that being perfect is easy. Just KHUfe 
ask senior softball player Amanda Endicott. 

Endicott came to Avila College from Ray- ,«■ C 
town High School where she played four 

years of varsity softball. She c:une with the — 

intention of studying nursing and playing softball. 

“I’ve always wanted to be a nurse for ;ls long as I am remember,” 
Endicott said. “I like helping people and it makes me feel good.” 

Endicott enters her senior year at Avila widi a 3.0 grade point 
average and die hopes of graduating this spring with her degree in 
nursing. 

“1 hope to get a job alter college and make lots of money,” Endi- 
cott adds. 

Along with all die hard work Endicott has put in her studies, she 
has also made a successful transition from high school to college 
softball. 

“She has been die starting eenter fielder for die Eagles every sea- 
son,” head softball coach Dennis Gault said. “She knows die game 
very well and does her job veiy effectively. She’s a hard worker 
and really just a wonderful person to know.” 

“1 have loved playing softball for Avila,” Endicott said. “It’s fun 
;md it really is kind of a stress reliever for me when classes become 
loo much.” 

Endicott has also gotten a lot of recognition for her performances 
on die field. 

As a freshman and sophomore, she was named to die second ictun 
;dl conference and was named Freshman of die Year by her coach- 
es and peers. Last year she was named to die first team all confer- 
ence and was sevendi in die voting for Player of the Year. 

“Endicott is a really great player,” senior teammate Angie Hasty 
said. “She is very consistent at die plate and covers a lot of ground 
in center. She puts a lot of work in and it really has paid off." 



The 1998 baseball season 
started off a bit shaky over the 
weekend of Feb. 20-21. In die 
first game of the 
year, die Eagles | * 
faced Southwest -rr 

baseman Chris 
Ervin. “We had 
only been practic- 
ing for a mondi 
and most of the 
practices 
inside so it took a bit of time to 
get into die groove of diings.” 
Sophomore pitcher Bob Huber 
suffered die loss. The next day, 
die Eagles came out widi fire in 
dieir eyes and put up a fight 
against SW Baptist in a 10 
inning 4-3 loss. 

Robbie McCord, freshman 
pitcher, suffered die loss. Bui 
in die second game of die dou- 
ble header everydiing started to 
click for the Eagles. They came 
out on lop to celebrate dieir 
first victory of the year in a 5-3 



were 



widiin dieir roster and learn to 
operate as one unit. 

Unfortunately, Mallon wasn’t 
die only member sidelined as 
injuries plagued die crew. Bodi 
sophomore Danny Mudge and 
junior Bob Turner were report- 
ed to be out for die remainder 
of die season widi knee and 
shoulder problems respectively. 
However, die two adilelcs man- 
aged to tolerate a sufficient 
amount of pain and risked fur- 
dier damage in order to better 
die chances of team success. 

Not only did Avila compete 
dirough adversity, but they 
fought many close battles. 
Their final game was not die 
only one to come down to die 
wire, as two conference games 
were forced into overtime, and 
several were lost only by a mar- 
gin of five points or less. 

The cards simply seemed to be 
stacked too high against the 
Eagles, and victories were loo 
hard to come by. 



by KAK1 DONNELL 



Kelly VanReissen takes it up for two. 



A heart wrenching loss ended 
a roller-coaster season Tuesday, 
Feb. 24, for die Avila Eagles 
Men’s basketball team. 
Bardesville Wesleyan College 
defeated die Eagles 70-68 in die 
first round of die Midhuid Col- 
legiate Athletic Conference 
(MCAC) tournament. It was the 
diird meedng between die two 
rivals, and aldiough Avila was 
once victorious, diey could not 
pull off die win. 

“We played a good brill game, 
but widi die way things hap- 
pened, we just couldn’t finish,” 
freshman James Harris said. 

The Eagles 3-7 conference 
record, however, does not paint 
a precise picture of die adversi- 
ty and tribulation die squad 
faced throughout die season. 
Widi big-man George Mallon 
ineligible due to NAIA techni- 
calities, die team had to look 



Kyle Henagc soars over opponents for two points, 
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Pankey smashes 

all-time scoring record 



by LYNN BROWN-QUICK 

Sniff Writer 

Jessica Pankey, an -pry r 
Avila College senior, r 
broke the school's all- 
time scoring record by 
almost 500 points and : 
is one of seven women 
in NAIA history to ■■■B 
break the 1,500 point 
barrier. Sjmt 

Pankey started varsity 
all lour years and 
scored a total of 1,763 
points in die Avila has- | 
kelball program. ..... J .- " 

Tlie all-time scoring 
record of 1,275 had £i 
been held by Joyce 
Hcimsoth, former 
Avila assistant basket- 
bill 1 coach. 

At six feet. Pankey 

plays die post position 

and lias grabbed 1,057 rebounds 
in her collegiate basketball 



Coach Jim McMurray said 
P;mkey is in die top four in die 
Midwest Collegiate Athletic 
Conference (MCAC) in field 
goal percentage widi 54 per- 
cent, die top four in rebounding 
with an average of 9.0 mid diird 
in steals widi 59. 

McMurray added diat Pmikey 
is die only player in Avila his- 
tory with 1,000 points and 
1 ,(XX) rebounds. 

“The most phenomenal diing 
about Jessica is die fact diat 
with over a thousand rebounds, 
her offensive rebounds and 
defensive rebounds are almost 
die same . She is equally good 
at rebounding on bodi sides,” 
McMurray said. 

“Her character is what makes 
her die best adilete she can be. 
She motivates odiers, and sets a 
good example of die true 
essence of an adilete,” Joy 
Jacobs, sports editor for The 
Talon , said. 

A resident of Merriam, Kan., 



Pankey graduated from Bishop 
Miege High School. She credits 
her coach and her family for 
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much of her success. “I have a 
very good coach, mid my fami- 
ly supports me,” Pmikey said. 
“My mom and my grandmodicr 
come to every home game, and 
my aunt and uncle come to 
almost all my games. My live 
brodiers and sisters also attend 
as often as diey can.” 

While complcdng die col- 
lege’s nursing program next 
year. Pankey plans to play 
anodier year of volleyball. 

She is on die Dean’s List mid 
will graduate widi a minor in 
psychology. 

“She inspired me bodi on and 
off the court,” Jacobs said. 
“She was there for me when my 
dad died and motivated me in 
volleyball and basketball to 
become better. She is almost 
like a sister. I’m glad I got to 
play widi her because it was a 
rewarding experience-and I’m 
truly proud of her for all her 
accomplishments in high 
school and at Avila. I wish her 
nothing but success in die 
future.” 



Lady Eagles Season Comes 
To A Successful End 



by RYAN GLASGOW 

Staff Writer 

Alter six months of intense 
work and unlimited sweat, die 
Avila College Lady Eagles bas- 
ketball season came to a close. 
Widi mi 18-13 record, die ladies 
were in great position heading 
into die post-season tourna- 
ment. The Lady Eagles played a 
strong game against Bartlesville 
Wesleyan, losing 70-68. 

The temn was led by two key 
players. Jessica Pmikey, a 
senior forward, led die team in 
scoring at 14 points, and also 
rebounding at 9 rebounds per 
game. 

Sophomore guard Kari Don- 
nell led die temn in assists as 
well as minutes played. But 
one or two players did not 
delcnnine die Eagles’ fate diis 



season. It was a team effort to 
advance into die MCAC tour- 
nament. 

The Eagles headed into die 
MCAC conference tournament 
play widi wins over Kansas 
Newman, St. Mary’s and two 
wins over York College. 

The last victory over York 
College was mi impressive 99- 
41 victory in die first round of 
die tourney. The ladies look 
dieir team-oriented play into 
Branson, Mo., home of College 
of die Ozarks, for die second 
round batdc against 
Bartlesville Wesleyan. 

“I diink dial all of die top 
teams in die conference had mi 
equal chance at the trophy. Any 
temn can win on miy given 
night; we wish diis weekend 
had been our turn,” Donnell 
said. 
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Lady Eagle Sherri Miller guards her opponent like a hawk. 
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Season looks promising 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

liditor in Chief 

The Avila College Lady 
Eagles softball team lost dieir 
first batde, but diey sull plan to 
win die war. The Eagles lost 
dieir first two games 5-3 and 2- 
0 on Feb. 22 against William 
Woods College. Two games 
were played as The Talon went 
to press. However, players on 
die temn are not going to lose 

sight of the hig picture. “We’re 

ready to win the conference,” 
Sarah Curtis, freshman pitcher, 
said. 

Even diough the Eagles lost, 
dieir gmne plan looked sharp. 
“I’m impressed widi how well 
we played, considering how lit- 
tle field dine we had,” Eagles 
head coach Dennis Gault said. 
Aldiough die final score was 



discouraging, several players 
had outstanding games. Curtis 
showed her strength in her first 
collegiate gmne by only allow- 
ing two runs. 

“1 felt good; I was geldng a lot 
of movement on die ball mid I 
knew dial I had a really solid 
temn behind me. Without our 
dedicaUon to one another, diis 
would be just a sport. But now, 
it’s a gmne,” Curds said. 

Senior outfielder Amanda 
Nedrud had a strong showing 
as well. “Amanda always plays 
her hardest and really puts her 
heart mid soul into die gmne. 
She is a great inspiration for die 
rest of die team,” Ginny 
Goebel, freshman, said. 

Aldiough die score of die 
game was not what die Eagles 
were hoping for, there were 
some valuable lessons to be 

THE TALON 



learned. And now, die team 
will take diis new information 
and use it to make diemselves a 
better, more cohesive unit. 
“The temn made some cosdy 
errors; we gave up four 
unearned runs in die first gmne. 
Our infield needs to be 
stronger,” Gault said. 

Tbe Eagles have worked hard 
to make diis season great. Last 
year die team was plagued widi 
injuries mid ineligibility, mak- 

• ‘ iff tit*; .4 n..t 

although last season looked 
bleak at die onset, die Eagles 
played better dian most people 
expected. 

Widi a strong pitching temn 
mid a great outlook lor die rest 
of die year, die Eagles me lixik- 
ing forward to a successful sea- 
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Reflections from the Editor: 

I Let us remember how to share 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Eili lo r-in- Chi ef 

«■> "P- 

Several > \ 'Y j 'k y 
people in It m 'n/ c 
ilie class 

fell it was unfair to tliein for 
large corporations to donate to 
not-for-profit organizations, 
because, it was not their 
money to donate. 

A few people stated lltat it 
wasn’t right for their money to 
be used to correct someone 
else’s mistake. It was further 
stated dial people who use die 
resources of not-for-profit or 
government programs have 
screwed up dicir lives, and 
now diey are leeching off tax- 
payers. 

Really. So, everyone dial 
needs help has messed up their 
lives? Let’s think about dial 
statement. 

Kajana is an 18-mondi-old. 
She watched her mother and 
her mother's boyfriend murder 
her two-month-old sister. They 
burned her widi a curling iron 
and picked off die scabs, drug 
her around by a rope tied 
around her neck, and bit her 

nipple off. Kaiaiia is now in 
foster care — and I’m sure dial 

she is so sorry for what she 
did to be such a burden on die 
poor taxpayers. 

This summer, I started work- 
ing for the WDAF-TV Love 
Fund for Children, a non-prof- 
it agency of last resource for 
children. It was diere I learned 
things I never wanted to know, 
but once 1 did my life has 
never been die same. It’s easy 
to talk about die problems and 
come up widi wonderful solu- 
dons. It’s easy to cut welfare 
;md funding. But dien, our 
society wonders why nothing 
gets belter. 

I spoke widi Sr. Berta from 
St. Vincent's Daycare- 
Operation Breakdirough, ;uid 
she told me about the kids she 
sees everyday in the center, as 
well as her own foster chil- 
dren. 

Charlie was seven when he 
;uid his two sisters came to 
live widi Sr. Berta and Sr. 
Corita. The diree of diem 
watched dicir ladier kill Lheir 
lour-year-old sister by kicking 
her to deadi. The oldest girl, 
not quite 10 yet, was die key 
witness in die murder trial. 

The ladier received seven 
years in jail, because his attor- 
ney argued it was unfair to 
hold him accountable for 
“one” mistake. As well, it was 
fell he was not a direat to soci- 
ety. Are his children not a part 
of society? 

And as Sr. Berta said, dial's 
the problem widi our society. 
No one is held accountable 
when it comes to children. 



These diree children were ter- 
rified dicir ladier would come 
idler diem. When diey passed 
a fire station, Charlie would 
say, “If 1 grow up, I want to be 
a fireman.” Not when, if. His 
ladier is not die one to suffer 

his actions, Cliarlie is. 

“When I talk lo mothers dial 

are in trouble, I hear die same 
tiling over and over. First, I 
grew up in foster care. Second, 
I was molested. These are bodi 
diings dial we could change,” 
Sr. Berta said. 

Yes, diese are diings we 
could change, but we won’t. In 
order to change it, we have to 
totally revamp die status quo, 
and it’s not wordi die dine, 
discomfort mid monetary 
inconveniences it may cause. 

Campbell's Soup has a new 
commercial. A girl is brought 
to meet her new foster modier, 
mid she won’t speak to her. 
Then, die foster modier brings 
her soup mid suddenly a bond 
is formed. 

When I saw diis commercial, 

I didn’t know what to do. 

First, I laughed. But dien, I got 
angry. Soup is going to make 
diis foster child trust die 
woman? Think about die sto- 
ries I just told you, and realize 
dial we have formed a society 
dial teaches children not to 
[nisi adults under any circum- 
stances. In our society, it is 
more likely a foster child 
would be afraid of soup 
because a scalding pan was 
dumped on diem dian it is diey 
will bond widi dicir “new fam- 
ily" over it. 

Kajana won’t let her foster 
parents pick her up. She cries 
in die night and when diey go 
to her and try to pick her up, 
she cries harder. Do you blame 
her? Children may be 
resilient — but diat does not 
mean diey are unbreakable. 

Anodier point brought up in 
class was dial America is die 
most generous country in die 
world per capita. Perhaps. 

We’ll write cheeks to buy fos- 
ter children new jeans, we’ll 
donate our canned guxls on 
Christmas and maybe even 
help out in a soup kitchen. 

But people won’t give dicir 
lime. It’s easy to write a check. 
It’s not easy to go to St. 
Vincent’s or somewhere else 
and play widi diese kids. 

When a child looks at you 
widi fern mid hate simply 
because you me an adult, it’s 
like a punch in die gut, a kick 
in die teedi mid a knife in die 
heart. And dial’s on a good 
day. 

Stop assigning blame. Stop 
expecting mistakes to correct 
diemsclves. Perhaps you me 
paying to fix the mistakes of 
odiers. But, would you radier 
pay money out of your pockct- 
bixik or know diat because you 
didn’t help when you could, 
anodier boy, girl, woman or 
man was forced to endure mis- 
takes diat have gone on for 
years? 



Opinion __ 



The Joke’s On Who? 

compiled by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Edilor-in-Chief 

“”I diink it’s an awful drink, to be honest widi you.” Charlie Watts, the drummer for the Rolling 
Stones, on Pepsi-Cola, which uses the bund's 1971 single Brown Sugar in a TV commercial. 

“Maybe diere’ 11 be a simple, innocent explanadon. I don’t diink so because I diink we would have 
offered dial up already," Mike McMurry, the While house press secretory, as quoted in The Chicago 
Tribune. 

“I diink what I was proving was diat only fools answer hypothetical questions.” Mike McMurray, 
now chastened, explaining himself to reporters. 

“Princess Diana. A new book claims dial she could have been saved. But if she’d lived, people who 
write books about her would have to get real jobs." Jim Mullen’s Hot Sheet in Entertainment 
Weekly. 

“ Titanic . It got 14 Oscar nominations. One per lifeboat.” Jim Mullen’s Hot Sheet in Entertainment 
Weekly. 

In My Humble Opinion: 

Who Has Keys To Your Stuff? 



by TIM COLEMAN 

Regular Columnist 

Avila uses 
lc>ck and ^ 

key, which me supposed to be 
owned only by those who have 
a rijiht or responsibility lo he in 
diose areas. But, diere are odier 
people at Avila who must, for 
one reason or another, gain 
entrance into diese secured 
areas. This list includes die 
cleaning stall', maintenance, 
security, vmious adminislradvc 
individuals, and also die 
Resident Hall Directors and die 
RAs - all of whom need to be 
able to go where diey need to 
in times of emergency or 
where general job duly dic- 
tates. A master key is utilized. 

What we do not know: The 
origins and current locauon of 
most of die original master 
keys. For several years diere 
have been persistent problems 
widi master keys being dupli- 
cated and used mound campus. 



Sometimes for innocent rea- 
sons, but more often die users 
of diese master keys inevitably 
find diemsclves in positions to 
use die key to steal properly or 
gel into a building or room 
diey me not supposed to be in. 
This has led to textbooks being 
stolen from student rooms as 
well as school computers find- 
ing dieir way out of die smaller 
computer labs. 

What now: Avila claims to 
re-key die locks frequently. 

But tiiis docs not involve mas- 
ter keys, only die single key 
for dial room will no longer 
work; so any master key would 
still open die door. The best 
solutions to diis on-going 
dilemma me to do away widi 
die current system altogedier, 
mid installing something more 
along die lines of a magnedzed 
card lock (as newer hotels use) 
or a touch button key pad (diat 
acts like a combinadon and 
requires die person to remem- 
ber a numerical code instead of 
where diey left dieir key ring). 
Each of diese soludons 
involves a significant amount 
of money. 

But when considering cost 
either of diese new systems 
would be better for die school 



dian what we use now. 

Re-keying die master keys is 
a very expensive process, and 
widiin a few years the entire 
endeavor would need to be 
repealed as duplicates of the 
new master keys begmi to 
accumulate. But by switching 
to die magnetized card or 
numerical key pad die long 
term benefits would be cheaper 
dian die upkeep of die old style 
keys. The magnedzed cards 
could not be easily duplicated 
(hardware stores can do keys, 
not die cards) and me easily 
changed and so die rooms aid 
buildings me kept more secure. 
However, most believe dial die 
touch pad system would work 
the best as students would no 
longer be required to carry 
anydiing odier dian a memory 
of dieir code mound with them. 
If die code was discovered by 
anodier individual, re -coding 
die locks would be very easy. 
And many of diese systems 
also employ a memory feature 
widiin die pad that keeps a 
record of whose axle has been 
uscd.and when it was used, 
giving die school a crucial 
mcdiod to limit and monitor 
die accessibility of each aid 
every locked door. 



Letters To The Editor 



I was hoping dial I wouldn’t 
have to write anodier letter, but 
I feel I have to due to die 
response I received. I’m trying 
to understaid how anyone ded- 
icadng dieir lives to spreading 
die word of Christ diinks diat 
diis only means helping people 
when it’s between a certain 
time frame or if diey don’t 
diink it’s an important enough 
problem. I really don’t envi- 
sion Jesus turning someone 
away dial is asking for help 
because it is ttx) late at night. 

I sec problems like die one I 
had widi die church as being 
one of die reasons our society 
has taken a turn for die worse. 
The church is supposed to be a 
defining part of our society and 
when it stmts turning people 



away and locking its doors, put 
togedier widi die basic erosion 
of die family in general, dien 
die only place most people that 
have been shunned by every- 
one else in life have to turn is 
die dark side, which is always 
waiting diere widi open arms 
for weakened hearts. 

Our s<x:iely is desperately in 
need of a change for die better. 
A great way lo start diis would 
be to change die way we do 
things here. If we do dial dien 
maybe odiers will see dial it is 
possible mid diey’ll follow our 
lead. Sometimes die only way 
to change something big is to 
start widi die smallest part. 
Maybe leaving die dixirs open 
at church at night or having 
someone available at all times 



just in case someone is in need 
would show odier churches 
diat it could be done ;uid diey 
could follow our lead. And 
dien eventually all the church- 
es in die world would open 
dieir doors to die world mid we 
could live in a world of happi- 
ness instead of one of fear. If 
you can’t have hopes or 
dreams in diis world dien what 
do you have? 

I believe dial it’s dme to 
eidier force our leaders of faith 
to start truly practicing what 
they preach or step down mid 
allow someone diat can to do 
die job. But if you truly believe 
in something dien I dtink you 
should do everydiing diat you 
can lo achieve your goal. 

Jason Ncland 





Arts & Entertainment 
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compiled BY GIN NY GOEBEL 



Newi Editor 



AQUARIUS (Jan* 20"Feb. 18) AAA Your emotions arc flying 
and you aren’t liking it. This will show those around you a new side. 
Surprisingly, they will like the new side so maybe you should share your 
emotions more often. You are getting ahead of yourself and you arc forget- 
ting about someone. Now that you have put yourself ahead, take some time 
out and indulge in a night for yourself. Try a movie with that special some- 
one. II single, try a new club. Someone new is just what you need. 

PISCES (FEB* 19-March 20) A A A A A You have extra courage so 
go ahead and do it. Wait too long and you will miss out on your chance. You 
have the urge to be romantic, so write down those ideas and make plans. If 
you can’t use the ideas, loan them to someone else. Life is a little cra/.y so 
don't stray too far Irom home; you won’t miss anything. You both will be 
surprised this week. If single, go see a new movie with a new friend. 

ARIES (March 21-ApRIL 19) AAAA You have a lot to say but try 

something more creative than speaking. A letter or a song will make it much 
clearer. You will have enough free time if you plan your schedule well. Stop 
complaining and do it! All your hard work will pay off and you will be 
rewarded. That someone special could use a little pep talk to make it through 
the week. Keep your spirits up for them. If single, romance is in the air but 
you don’t see it just yet. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) AAA Time to think of how to make 
a little more money. It is easier than you think. You just have to look a lit- 
tle hard; it is there. Be creative; it will make the time pass. Everyone will 
enjoy your ideas and even borrow some. Your communication skills aren’t 
all there, so try to work on them. Take a chance and do something different. 
It might not be much fun, but at least you will have the experience. You both 
could use a blockbuster night. If single, take a chance and make a call. 

Gemini (May 21- June 20) AAA Use your intuition to take 
charge of the show. It will prove to be a great job, thanks to you. The work 
seems to be adding up, but just worry about the present or it will be a long 
week. Try giving yourself an hour here or there to take a nap or do some- 
thing that is relaxing. Keep your ears open for some new opportunities. That 
someone special will be there to make things run smoother. Don’t forget to 
thank them. If single, wait till the end of the week to plan the weekend. 

Cancer (June 21- July 22) aaaa you will come into some 
extra cash. Don’t blow it all. Use it for a good deed; it will be much more 
rewarding than any material item. Take your work home with you. It makes 
more time for yourself. Don’t put off anything this week. It will pay off if 
you finish everything with time to spare. You both need a little space. Make 
one night a group event. If single, take a friend to the movies. 

LfO (JULY 21- Aug. 22) A AAAA Be patient, things are starting 
to go your way. Your actions will he understood, but you have to give it a 
little time and maybe an explanation. Make a call to an old friend and catch 
up. You just might have more in common than you thought. Start a project 
you have been putting off. It will take a little time but it will turn out great. 
Take some extra time to remind that someone special how you feel. If sin- 
gle, they might be right under your nose. 

Virgo (Aug. 2J-Jept. 22) aaaa Life is going your way for 
once, and it is thanks to all your hard work. You deserve a break; plan a trip 
with friends and you won’t be sorry. You have a chance to change things a 
little. Put some thought into it before making a decision. In the long run it 
may end up changing a lot more than expected. You have finally worked 
things out, and the both of you could use a surprise. If single say yes. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) AAA You are getting lots of new infor- 
mation from everywhere; write it down. You will be needing it soon, so 
make sure it’s handy. Share your feelings with someone. It won’t do you any 
good to hold them in. Don’t worry, they won’t tell anyone so you can 
divulge it all. You could use a little change, so introduce yourself to a new 
club or a new student. Make a homemade gift for that someone special. 
They will love it. If single, stop waiting around and make plans. 

kORPIO (Oct. 2J-Nov. 22) AAAA Things may look a little 
complicated now, but don’t run for the hills just yet. Willi a little work on 
your part, it will smooth out sooner than it appears. Your actions speak loud- 
er than words. You might just end up making a huge difference to others. 
Call out for pi/./.a and have a couple of friends over. That someone special 
is ready for a change and you just might be ready too. If single, try talking 
to the one you have had your eye on. This could change everything. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 2J-Dec. 21) aaa Keep your hope up; you 
will succeed. Things arc starting to finally slow down and you need to take 
some time out for a couple of tilings you forgot about. Do them now because 
you won’t gel a chance later. Call a new friend and invite them along with 
you. It will turn out to be a great time. Make it a double date. You will have 
a chance to do something new. If single, someone new is here, you just have 
to open your eyes a little wider. 

Capricorn (Dec. 2 2- Jan. 19) aaaa A You will be challenged 
a little more this month. Accept them and do your best job. Someone will 
notice your work and you will have some new opportunities. You learn by 
practice, so don’t give up on your first try. You will meet all kinds of new 
people this month. Make sure to leave a lasting impression on them. You 
will have extra luck this month so buy a Powerball ticket. You both need 
some reassuring but then things will be great. If single, you might have to 
be the one to make the first move. So go ahead. 



Jack of Arts at Avila 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor in ■ Chief 

It is everything you could ever 
want in an art show: oil paint- 
ings, photographs, and draw- 
ings. The show Jack of Arts 
tells die story of a life, the life 
of Suzanne Pennington 
Clayton. 

George Chrisman, curator of 
Thornhill Gallery, met 
Pennington several years ago 
when she was teaching at St. 
Thomas More grade school. 
Pennington was supervising 
two of Avila’s student teachers 
at (lie time, and she and 



Chrisman Conned an instant 
connection. 

Two years ago, Pennington 
quit teaching to devote more 
time (o her art. 

Last spring, she came into 
Thornhill to visit widi 
Chrisman, and he asked her if 
she would like to do a show at 
Thornhill. 

At first, Pennington seemed 
reluctant and Chrisman really 
shove to help her get prepared. 
It took a lot of doing to get a 
show logedier. 

Pennington worked many 
years to compile all her art- 
work, and it is evident dirough 



Movie Review 



by LORI GIBSON 



Staff Reviewer 

Close your 
eyes and 
prepare to 
travel back 
in time, all 
die way 
back to the 
wild and 
somewhat 
wacky 1980s. The newly 
released movie, The Wedding 
Singer, brings us memorable 
artifacts such as a silver 
Michael Jackson glove, a Boy 
George look-alike, and pink 
ruffled tuxedo shirts. This trip 
back in lime offers typical 
Adam Sandler laughter mixed 
into a light-hearted love story. 




The Wedding Singer looks at 
following your heart in mar- 
riage and Lhe profound joy of 
finding die right person. 

Adam Sandler returns to die 
screen as a wedding singer, and 
a very gtxid one I might add. 
Although he is not as zany as he 
typically is in movies, he still 
brings a lot of laughter to die 
audience. Sandler is all set to be 
married, but his fiance gels cold 
feet and leaves him at die altar. 
That is die beginning of die end 
of his career as a wedding 
singer. Drew Bttrrymore enters 
die picture as a very engaged 
waitress at Sandler’s place of 
employment. She seeks 
Sandler’s help in planning her 
wedding, while at die same Unie 
trying to help him mend his 



what is exhibited. “Her collages 
I really do like, as well as her 
photographs," Chrisman said. 

This show is a collecdon that 
tells die story of a family; her- 
self, her children, her husband 
and odier family members. It is 
a very personal show, and one 
ol the most remarked upon 
pieces is a photograph of dieir 
summer home in Wisconsin. 

“The opening was really fun. It 
was like a big family reunion,” 
Chrisman said. “Pennington’s 
aunt and uncle llew in from 
Wisconsin to surprise her and 
let her know diey were behind 
her.” 



broken heart and resume his 
career. Although diis movie 
displays die predictable story 
line of die love triangle, it never 
feels like it. It provides many 
interesting twists and surprises 
diat warm your heart. 

The Wedding Singer made me 
diink about “Mr. Right” and left 
me Blinking that perhaps I’ve 
already found him. It shows die 
consequences of settling for 
second best and die true joy dial 
can be found when you only 
accept perfection. As you con- 
tinue on die padi of searching 
lor that special someone, 
remember diis. “Mr. or Mrs. 
Right” is probably in die place 
where you least expect to find 
diem and possibly in die place 
where it is hardest to get diem. 
But, who said die road of life is 
easy' 
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Does Avila have a master key problem? 






Yes. Last year, there was a student selling copies of master 
keys. I went up and / said, “ How many can I get?" He ran 
away and I grabbed the ones he dropped. 

Angus, Theater 



/ don 't think there is a master key problem. But there is a 
residence hall problem. People have too many of the 
older keys and they can get into the dorms any time they 
want. 

Teresa Cox, Undecided 



Master keys are too easily attainable. I can make one 
phone call and have 5 master keys within the hour. 

Mike Kruse, Theater 



I don 7 think there is a problem but it is a security 
problem . People come up to the doors and a sign 
says ” Use the left door because the right one (the 
security door) is broken. ” 

Valerie Ciaco, Nursing 



My four years at Avila, I haven 7 seen or heard of any 
|| problems with master keys. If there is a problem, they 
need to change the locks on the entrance door. 

Ryan Allenbrand, Chemistry 








i2 Spring Sports Preview 



Avila College Softball 1998 

Front Row: (From Lclt) Rcbccca Osborne, Lori Slcwait, 
Ginny Goebel, Rcbccca Koettker, Janae Niblock, Katherine 
Kocltkcr, Amanda Ncdrud, Amy Landis, Christina Delgado 
Back Row: (From Left) Julie Turner, Amanda Endicott, 
Sarah Curtis, Tiffany King, Robin Enycart, Jamie Hanneman, 
Sheila McWilliams, Joy Jacobs, Erika Gocckcritz, Virginia 
McCarty. 

photo by Clay Ransom and courtesy of 
Community Relations 




8ALI STRIKE OUT 



AVILAS EAGLES 



Avila College Baseball 1998 

Back Row: (From Left) Jason Doebclin, Randy Timmerman, Ben 
Locke, Robert McCord, David Shellcr, Anthony Stein, Robert 
Huber, Rashid Khalil, Adam Schafer, Noah Amerson, Jeff Stimac, 
Brandon Clevenger, Brandon Weatherford, Lance Stewart, Kyle 
Henage, Chris Aulbur, Dave Weissman, Greg Oclrichs, Steve 
Donahue, Jason Beeding, Calc Weihe. 

Middle Row: (From Left) Brian Mohr, Rob Meadows, Jason Buck, 
John Fry Jr., Doug Harris, Rob Clifton, Ryan Bradberry, Matt 
Gifford, Brian Tobler, Malt Kamphoefner, Brad McClintock, Patrick 
Cornejo, Ryan Allenbrand, Sean Russell, Bryce Yachaina, Dale 
Gilner. Kelly Hatfield, Brent Slansbury 

Front Row: (From Left) Shawn Coultis, Joseph Maestes, Nick 
Hidake, Jason Day, Jeffrey Hunter, Nathan Banlicld, Sohois Khiev, 
Dan Schneider, Jason Neland, Mike Straatmann, Chris Ervin, Joe 
Koup. Kyari f toward, Hcang K/iicv 

photo by Clay Ransom and courtesy of 
Community Relations 



Avila College 1998 Remaining Baseball Schedule 




Avila College 1998 Remaining Softball Schedule 


Dale Opponent 


Site 


Time 




Date Opponent 


Site 


Time 


3/0/7 Hastings/Southwest Baptist 


HOME 


10:00 a.m. 




3/6-7/98 MCAC Tournament 


Adair Park 


TBA 


3/8/98 Hasting/Baker 


HOME 


10:00 a.m. 




3/8/98 College of St. Mary 


HOME 


Noon 


3/10/98 Mid-America Nazarene College 


Olathe, Kan. 


1:00 p.m. 




3/10/98 York College 


HOME 


2:00 p.m. 


3/11/98 Ottawa University 


HOME 


1:00 p.m. 




3/12/98 Mid-America Nazarene 


HOME 


2:00 p.m. 


3/25/98 William Jewell College 


Liberty, Mo. 


2:00 p.m. 




3/25/98 William Jewell College 


TBA 


TBA 


3/27/98 Missouri Baptist College 


St. Louis, Mo. 


1:00 p.m. 




3/26/98 Benedictine College 


Atchinson, Kan. 


2:30 p.m. 


3/28/98 Central Methodist College 


HOME 


1:00 p.m. 




3/28/98 William Jewell College 


TBA 


TBA 


3/29/98 Benedictine College 


HOME 


1:00 p.m. 




3/29/98 Kansas Newman College Wichita, Kan. 


1:00 p.m. 


3/31/98 Peru Slate College 


Peru, Neb. 


1:00 p.m. 




4/1/98 Maple Woods CC 


Home 


2:30 p.m. 


4/2/98 Evangel College 


Springfield, Mo. 


1:00 p.m. 




4/3-5/98 Park College Tournament Parkvillc, Mo. 


TBA 


4/4/98 York College 


HOME 


1:00 p.m. 




4/7/98 St. Mary’s College 


Leavenworth 


2:00 p.m. 


4/5/98 Kansas Newman College 


Wichita, Kan. 


1:00 p.m. 




4/10-1 l/98Avila Easter Classic 


Adair Park 


TBA 


4/7/98 Rockhursl College/ 1-9) 


HOME 


3:00 p.m. 




4/15/98 Baker University 


Baldwin City 


3:30 p.m. 


4/9/98 Bellevue University 


Bellevue, Neb. 


2:00 p.m. 




4/17/98 Bellevue University 


HOME 


2:30 p.m. 


4/10/98 York College 


York, Neb. 


2:00 p.m. 




4/28/98 North Central Jr. College 


HOME 


3:00 p.m. 


4/13/98 Peru State College 


Peru, Neb. 


2:00 p.m. 




5/l-2/98Conference Tournament 


Wichita, Kan. 


TBA 


4/14/98 Rockliurst College 


K.C., Mo. 


4:00 p.m. 










4/16/98 Missouri Valley College 


HOME 


2:00 p.m. 










4/18/98 College of the Ozarks 


HOME 


1:00 p.m. 










4/19/98 Kansas Newman College 


HOME 


1:00 p.m. 










4/20/98 Bellevue University 


HOME 


2:00 p.m. 










4/21/98 Rockhursl College/ 1-9) 


HOME 


3:00 p.m. 










4/24/98 Benedictine College 


Atchison, Kan. 


2:00 p.m. 













Quick Facts: Baseball 


1997 statistical leaders returning: David Sheller, batting average; 

.439 


Hits: 


Mike Straatmann (60), David Sheller (58) 


Runs Batted In 


Mike Straatmann (43), David Sheller (39) 


Home Runs: 


David Sheller (6), Chris Ervin (5), 


Pitching: 


Jason Albright (5) 

Bob Huber (6-0, 3.76 ERA) 
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